The basic message of each year's editorial in Acta Crystallographica Section E: Structure Reports Online seems to be predictably the same -the journal continues to grow, attracting more authors and substantially more submitted papers. The figures for the year 2005 are no exception. Indeed, the growth appears to be accelerating. In last year's editorial, published in January 2005, we noted that the December 2004 issue was the largest to date, and continuation of its size would represent over 2500 papers per year. The figure of 2500 was, in fact, surpassed in 2005, with a total of 2887 papers and 7439 pages in PDF format. We believe that the journal is now the largest annual contributor to the Cambridge Structural Database. Nevertheless, publication continues to be rapid, with an average of less than one month between receipt of a submission and its appearance online.
Partly in response to the growing popularity and success of the journal, and partly in conjunction with changes being made generally in the IUCr's publications following a meeting of the Commission on Journals in Italy in August 2005, this year sees the most significant new developments since Structure Reports Online was launched in 2001, a little over five years ago. These major changes have involved much work by staff in the Editorial Office, creating and testing new procedures, and for some time Co-editors have been using these procedures in parallel with the existing ones. They have now reached the stage where they can be fully introduced, and they will take effect from March 2006. It is for this reason that we have delayed this year's editorial until now. The Notes for Authors have been extensively revised to take account of the various changes; they are available, together with much other important and useful material, in the Author Services section of the journal web site at http://journals.iucr.org/e/services/ authorservices.html.
For authors, the most important development is the introduction of a new system for the submission, handling and tracking of papers. This is designed to be easier to use at all stages, for authors, for Co-editors, and for the Editorial Office staff. The submission of a new paper now involves uploading all relevant files in a single operation, the online selection of a Co-editor, and the author's declaration regarding copyright and ethical issues. Any CIF generating a level A alert will not pass the submission stage unless an author response to such alerts is included; this response will be assessed by the Co-editor as part of the review process. Revisions to submitted papers are also made through the web interface, at the Co-editor's invitation, and the status of the paper can be checked at any time.
The Notes for Authors give details of a number of requirements and restrictions, some of which have been newly introduced in order to apply some restraint to the journal's growth and in response to a decision of the IUCr Executive Committee to limit the number of published pages. In particular, there is now a limit of 400 words on the Comment section; papers longer than this, which must be justified in the submission process as a response to a level A alert, will be accepted only at the discretion of the Co-editors and Section Editors, and such exceptions are intended to be rare. Structures for which a more extended discussion is necessary or desirable should be published elsewhere, since Structure Reports Online is intended as a journal for concise reports. The background to a structural study should be brief and should not involve a long list of literature references. Spectroscopic data will be published in the PDF and HTML versions only if assignments are made; unassigned data may be included, as for other supporting information, in the various _special_details fields of the CIF and will be available for readers to consult if they wish. Figures which are not discussed in the text will not be published, and geometric parameters in Tables must be restricted to those of importance; ' Fig. 2 shows a packing diagram' is not an acceptable case for inclusion of such a figure, and the complete set of bond lengths and angles (together with torsion angles and other results) are available to all readers in the CIF. These new restrictions and requirements will be applied to all new submissions from March, and papers already in the review and publication process may be edited to conform to them.
The task of reviewing and editing papers is undertaken by our team of expert Co-editors, whose time is valuable and must not be wasted on dealing with poorly prepared submissions. Papers which are difficult to understand, which fall well short of the requirements of the Notes for Authors, or which require extensive text correction and editing will be returned to the author for revision without a detailed review; it is the responsibility of authors, not of Co-editors, to generate an acceptable text for the Abstract, Comment and Experimental sections and to ensure that other CIF items are correct and complete. Co-editors and the Section Editors will make moderate changes where required so that papers conform to the journal's standards and style. Authors can save the Co-editors considerable effort and time by checking their own papers before submission for errors, unacceptable and undesirable features; a list of common problems, which corresponds to guidelines provided to the Co-editors, is given in the Author checklist at http:// journals.iucr.org/e/services/authorchecklist.html.
Finally, we welcome a substantial number of new Coeditors, the largest increase the journal has so far seen, whose appointment will enable us to handle the large
